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 Jokes Heard at 2018 
GRHS Convention 

 Inside! 

This PowerPoint Presentation by Ken Vogele tells the story of the un-
constitutional oppression of GRs, spearheaded by the SD State Coun-
cil of Defense, but carried out mostly at the county and individual levels 
during WWI, forever altering GR culture in SD. 

24th Year of Publication! 

 Anti-German Hysteria as It Affected South Dakota’s 
German-Russians During WWI 

Santa Fails to Show at Christmas Social 
     Faith Lutheran is certainly the most sincere spot in the 
world, so like Linus awaiting the Great Pumpkin, over 30 Chap-
ter members gathered on 2 December 2018 in hopes that St. 
Nicholas soon would be there. We were disappointed. Again!  
     Despite our being stood up, we enjoyed Maistube (convivial 
chatting) and  consumed a sumptuous Christmas repast before 
boisterously singing Christmas carols led by Del and Sharon 
Beck. (Santa! You there?  Maybe at least an elf next year?) 

Homesteading Issue 
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Youth Essay Rules Have Changed! Only HS Seniors and College 
Undergrads who are GRHS Members or Relatives may enter.  

Be sure to ask your  grandkids to write an essay.  

Greetings!     
     Time seems to keep marching on!!  It is 2019 and our 
Black Hills Chapter is beginning a new year. 
     We have had some major accomplishments this past 
year. Our German Dinner in March was a resounding suc-
cess. Black Hills Chapter is the only chapter in GRHS to 
have such a successful fundraiser. In September we had 
the Music Mission Kiev Concert at Calvary Lutheran 
Church.  It was a lot of work.  Thanks to Debbi Roberts 
and Lianne Geidle for their work on this project and also to 
Ken Vogele.  The comments from the domestic coordina-
tor, Robert Stoecker, were that the Rapid City concert was 

“over the top.” The only other chapter to sponsor MMK was the Dakota Pio-
neer Chapter in Bismarck. Finally, Black Hills Chapter published Life Stories of 
Members of Black Hills Chapter in December. The only other chapter in recent 
history to publish a book is North Star Chapter in Minneapolis. Thanks to Bill 
Bosch for spearheading this project.  
     As you all know, our annual German Dinner is coming March 3

rd
.  This 

meal always needs a lot of volunteers.  Please mark your calendars and set 
aside the mornings of Thursday, February 28th, and Friday, March 1st. On the 
28th we will be peeling and slicing onions and boiling potatoes and on the 1st 
we will be peeling potatoes and making potato salad and putting up our deco-
rations. Work on both of these days begins at 9 am at Blessed Sacrament 
Parish Hall. We want to get the bulk of our work done by Friday afternoon in 
preparation for Sunday.  Please help with this yourself and, if possible, enlist 
the service of a relative or friend. Thanks in advance or helping.   
     On March 28 and March 30, we again will participate in the International 
Cultural Expo at South Dakota School of Mines.  It is a two-day event.  On 
Thursday we host area school students.  Enlightening them about our German 
Russian history and culture is always a lot of fun.  On Saturday is the Interna-
tional Food Tasting from each country that is participating. While eating, you 
can enjoy a remarkable talent show put on by university students of many eth-
nicities. Please help on Thursday if you can but, by all means, come on Satur-
day for the food tasting and activities. The cost of about $8 per person is well 
worth it!  
     BOARD VACANCY! We will have two open board member positions for 
the election in at our February meeting.  I can’t tell you how nice it would be if 
someone would step up and call me to say that they would like to run for one 
of the positions.  I will be contacting many of you by phone to ask if you would 
like to fill one of those spots.   
     One last thing—MEMBERSHIP! Have you asked someone to join GRHS 
recently or within the past year?  We CANNOT get new members if we do not 
ask!! 
     Our next Chapter meeting is February 17

th
 at Faith Lutheran Church.  As 

always, the church will be open at 1 pm for chitchat and genealogical and li-
brary work. The formal meeting will begin at 2 pm. Our program is Ant-
German Hysteria as It Affected SD’s German-Russians in WWI, by Ken Vo-
gele.  Sounds like a really interesting program.  Please ask someone to join 
you as a guest.                                                                                  Milt Kramer 

 
Anyone who is 

interested in the work 
of the Germans from 

Russia Heritage 
Society is welcome to 

attend our Chapter 
meetings.  
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 LIBRARY REPORT  
     Member Zee Kreuger has given the Library three 
sets of newsletters: 1. Beresan District (BDO) 
Newsletter, June 1996 through February 2007, 2. 
Hoffnungstal Odessa Newsletter, October 1993 
through October 2003, and Glückstal Colonies Re-
search Association Newsletter and associated list-
ings of members and their research interests, 1987 
through Fall 2014. Only a small number of issues 
are missing in each of the above sets. If you are do-
ing genealogical work on relatives who are 
Beresaners, Hoffnungstalers, or Glückstalers, these 
newsletters can be invaluable sources of infor-
mation. Each issue of the GCRA Newsletter has a 
surname index on the last page which makes re-
searching family names very user friendly.  K. Vogele 

Membership Report 
      At the end of 2018, Black Hills Chapter had 78 
paid memberships. Counting spouses, we had 113 
actual members in our chapter at year’s end! We 
may be the largest chapter in all of GRHS. As the 
old saying goes, “there is strength in numbers.” Our 
large membership is what makes our German Din-
ner possible and successful. Truly, “it does take a 
village.” 
     Three cheers to the 61 of you who have already 
renewed your memberships! For those who haven’t 
renewed, please consider doing so soon. Your 
membership will help keep our Chapter strong and 
our German Russian heritage alive and well, and it 
will cost you less than 18¢ a day.    

Homesteading in Canada 
By Merv Weiss 

     [Ed. Merv is a German-Russian of Crimean and 
Black Sea descent who hails from Saskatoon, SK, 
Canada. He is a renowned researcher who’s great-
est satisfaction in genealogical 
research is getting to know his 
cousins in Germany. He has 
given thoughtful presentations 
at the Annual GRHS Conven-
tion and was kind enough to 
write this article for me.]  

     The Canadian Homestead 
Act, known also as the Domin-
ion Lands Act, was passed by 
Parliament in 1872, and  func-
tioned with various amend-
ments until 1918.  Using the 

U.S. Homestead Act of 1862 as a guide, it was de-
signed to facilitate the settlement of the Canadian 
Prairie Provinces – Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba.  It aimed to attract settlers from Europe, 
the United States, as well as from Eastern Canada.   
     The Homestead Act functioned hand-in-hand 
with the Dominion Lands Survey, which divided 
most of Western Canada into one-square mile sec-
tions, and defined a system of land location descrip-
tions still in use today.  This system too was mod-
eled after the Public Land Survey System in the 
United States.  Using precise measurements of lati-
tude and longitude, the land was measured out in 
townships, six miles by six miles square, regardless 
of the contours of the land.  Each of the thirty-six 
sections contained therein were further divided into 
four one-quarter sections of 160 acres each.   
     The Canadian Homestead Act played an im-
portant role within the larger context of nation-
building.  Early Canadian Prime Ministers foresaw 
the need to build a railway which would stretch 
across the Prairie regions to the coastal waters of 
British Columbia.  This railway would facilitate the 
settlement of the agricultural belt.  An established 
agricultural population would benefit the country, 
not to mention the politically-connected owners of 
the railway, by creating a market for goods manu-
factured in Eastern Canada while the return trip 
would allow farmers to ship their wheat to Eastern 
Canada, from where it could be exported to Europe.  
The settlement of Canada’s Prairie Provinces was 
deemed necessary at the time to discourage any 
designs from south of the border in expanding 
northward. [Ed. I love this last sentence!] 
     Under the Homestead Act, males 18 years or 
older, or a female head of household (like my wid-
owed Great-Grandmother) could apply for a 160-
acre homestead by paying the $10.00 filing fee.  
(Indigenous or aboriginal Indians were not eligible.)  
Each prospective homesteader had to visit a Do-
minion Lands Office and choose a quarter-section 
from a map, most often not having ever seen or vis-
ited the actual piece of land.  Given directions to 
their homestead, the pioneers went in search of the 
survey markers which defined their particular quar-
ter-section.  The Act required that in order to re-
ceive legal title to that land, certain conditions had 
to be met.  They had to live on the land for six 
months of the year; they had to build a habitable 
shelter; they had to cultivate a minimum of 15 acres 
of land each year.  If these conditions were met, the 
homesteader could return to the Dominion Lands 
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Office after three years and apply for title to the land 
or “patent” as it was called at the time.  He had to 
supply signed and witnessed affidavits of two peo-
ple (usually neighbors) attesting to the fact that the 
above conditions had been met.  The homesteader 
had to sign his own declaration that these terms 
had been fulfilled.  The settler also had to supply his 
Naturalization Certificate proving he had become a 
Canadian citizen, another condition which had to be 
met before the title would be issued.  “Letters Pa-
tent” for that particular quarter-section of land were 
then registered in the settler’s name for no addition-
al cost.  The original ten-dollar filing fee and three 
years of back-breaking work 
made up the only purchase 
price of the “free” homestead.  
About 625,000 land patents 
were issued to agricultural 
homesteaders by the govern-
ment of Canada under this 
system.   
     One important feature of 
the Canadian Homestead Act, 
which was different from the 
U.S. Act, allowed the home-
steader to file a claim to a 
neighboring quarter-section of 
land.  This was done at the 
original filing for a homestead 
quarter.  The settler could 
identify an adjacent quarter of 
land, provided it was availa-
ble, and file or register a 
“preemption” claim on that 
land.  There was no additional 
filing fee.  After the original 
homestead was “proved”, as the process was 
called, and the title on the original homestead had 
been secured by the settler, he (she) could then 
purchase that exemption quarter from the govern-
ment for $2.00 to $3.00 per acre.  (The price varied 
over time.)  This provision allowed a farm to imme-
diately double in size. Of course, most homestead-
ers had to borrow this money using their original 
quarter as collateral, and in many cases both quar-
ters were eventually lost.   
     The Canadian Homestead Act provided results 
slowly at first.  The main line of the east-west rail-
way was not totally complete until 1885.  A network 
of branch lines took even more time to make more 
land accessible to prospective homesteaders.  Ad-
ditionally, it took the Dominion Land Survey well in-
to the 1900’s to completely survey the intended set-

tlement areas.  Large-scale immigration to the Ca-
nadian Prairies did not begin until the late 1890’s. 
     After 1896, Canada began an aggressive adver-
tising campaign all over Europe for the “free home-
stead lands in The Last Best West”.   Government 
agents held informational meetings with prospective 
emigrants.  All advertising carried exaggerated 
claims of the fertile lands, the wide open spaces, 
and the mild climate.  Steamship companies were 
enticed by government bonuses of $5.00 for each 
head of a family and $2.00 for family members.  
They established offices in many European cities 
and their agents went in search of customers.   The 

national railway company had 
its own recruiting agents in Eu-
rope.  The lure of free land in a 
country of great riches was pro-
moted in every advertisement.  
Saskatchewan was the land of 
opportunity! 
     In the government’s eyes, 
the most desirable immigrants 
would have farming back-
grounds.  Clifford Sifton, Cana-
da’s Minister of the Interior from 
1896 to 1905, described the 
ideal settler as a “stalwart peas-
ant in a sheep-skin coat, born 
on the soil, whose forefathers 
have been farmers for ten gen-
erations, with a stout wife and a 
half dozen children.” 
     And so they came.  Hun-
dreds of thousands responded, 
from Great Britain, Ukraine, Po-
land, Hungary, South Russia, 

Norway, Sweden, and thousands more from the 
United States, especially North and South Dakota.  
In terms of nation building, the Dominion Lands Act 
was undoubtedly a success.  But the human costs 
were huge–loneliness, lack of female companion-
ship, physical hardships, hunger and privation, de-
pression, high child mortality rates.  Staying on the 
land and meeting the homestead requirements 
were features of the Homestead Act designed to 
prevent speculators from grabbing up the land, but 
those same features took a huge toll on the pioneer 
homesteaders who struggled at first simply to sur-
vive.  It took several years before crops could pro-
vide any kind of real income.  In the meantime, the 
settlers had little choice but to be self-sufficient, and 
to learn to live with less.   The harsh winters and 
financial stresses crippled the morale and optimism 
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Jokes Heard at GRHS Convention 
What Was He Thinking? 

of many.   It was an impoverishing experience.  In 
some districts forty percent of homestead applica-
tions were eventually cancelled.   
     It is perhaps a popular myth that the pioneer sto-
ry was a shared experience of homesteaders strug-
gling to survive.  The actual homesteading stories 
range widely by location, by timeframe and from 
settler to settler.  Some immigrants arrived with 
considerable cash, ready to tackle the challenges 
ahead.  Those who came early often got the best 
land.  Those who settled closer to the bigger towns 
and cities had better access to off-season jobs.  
Those who came from the United States were often 
best able to meet the homesteading challenges in 
Canada because they brought with them the suc-
cesses of their previous experiences.  Many were 
already well-equipped with farming machinery and 
brought livestock and household goods as well as 
practical farming experience.  Many already knew 
the English language and understood how the New 
World worked.  These advantages were not yet 
available to those immigrants from Eastern Europe, 
Scandinavia or Great Britain streaming onto the Ca-
nadian Prairies. 
     Those who survived were stronger for their ex-
periences.  They banded together in small groups 
with a shared ethnic and religious background, and 
helped each other.  Churches and schools and vil-
lages sprouted up throughout the countryside.  
Gradually, a tenacious culture of Prairie Pride 
emerged to transcend cultural and religious differ-
ences, and created a prosperous society.  And 
while this society relies less today on agriculture 
than it did one hundred years ago, Prairie people 
will always feel “the pull of the land”.    
Afternote:   
     The 1916 Prairie Provinces Census indicated 
101,944 people who gave German as their mother 
tongue.  Yet only 15,328 gave Germany as their 
country of birth.  The vast majority of the non- 
Reichsdeutsche settlers came from South Russia, 
or today’s Ukraine, and settled in Saskatchewan.  
After those of British origin, Germans still today 
make up the next largest generalized ethnic catego-
ry in Saskatchewan.    (photo Wikimedia Commons) 
  

Jokes Heard at 2018 GRHS Convention 

     An old German-Russian Grossvater is lying 
nearly moribund on his deathbed with his grandkids 
gathered round him. Grossmutter is in the kitchen 
baking Kuchen, and the mouthwatering odor wafts 
over Grossvater in his deathbed. His nose begins 
twitching and he rouses enough to say, “Bring Ma-

ma in. I want to talk to her.” Grossmutter hobbles in, 
and Grossvater asks if he can have just one more 
piece of her delicious Kuchen. “Good God, no! 
That’s for the funeral.”  
     The husband of a thrifty and smart German-
Russian Frau dies. She goes to the newspaper to 
put in a death notice. She is told that the first seven 
words are free. She writes, “Old Emanuel has died. 
Pickup for sale.” 
 

What Was He Thinking?   
Why Did Christoph Acquire Land the Way He Did? 
 

     I have known that my great grandfather Chris-
toph Schumacher acquired three adjacent quarter 
sections of land two miles east and four miles north 
of Eureka ever since I punched his information into 
the Bureau of Land Management General Land Of-
fice Records website (https://glorecords.blm.gov/
default.aspx) about 15 years ago. And I have had 
his case files for those land acquisitions—one each 
by way of the Pre-Emption Act of 1841, Homestead 
Act of 1862, and Timber Culture Act of 1878—for 
almost as long. (Those I purchased from the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration (https://
www.archives.gov/forms.)  

     Merv Weiss’s article, “Homesteading in Cana-
da,” in this edition of the Newsletter, rekindled my 
interest in Christoph’s land acquisitions. I dusted off 
the case files on each of his acquisitions and no-
ticed that he filed Pre-Emption and a Timber Cul-
ture claims on 23 March 1885 and then filed a 
Homestead claim on 28 March 1886. Why in that 
order? What was he thinking and was it rational or 
random? 
     Just a couple days after I began studying Chris-
toph’s records, I received a note from a distant 
Steinbach relative of mine, Verlena Mehlhaff of Eu-
reka. Her note included a copy of the George Beck 
(married to Elizabeth Steinbach) family history in 
the book, Eureka, 1887-1937. In it I read that in the 
spring of 1885 the Becks “took a preemption and a 
tree claim” in Campbell County, and “later on they 

Christoph Schumacher’s Signature.  
Christoph was born in Glückstal, SR in 1840 & died 

in Yankton, SD in 1914. No photo is known to exist. 

https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx
https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx
https://www.archives.gov/forms
https://www.archives.gov/forms
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homesteaded on another claim.” Hmmm. Same as 
Christoph! But Why? 
     It turns out that in order to take out a Pre-
Emption claim, the claimant had to swear “that I am 
not the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of 
land in any State or Territory of the United States.” 
So, if Christoph would have first laid claim to 160 
acres under the Homestead Act and 160 acres un-
der the Timber Culture act, he would have been un-
able to obtain Pre-Emption Act land and would have 
been limited to two quarters of land rather than 
three.   
     Next, why did Christoph decide to file a Timber 
Culture claim rather than a Homestead claim with 
his Pre-Emption claim? This probably had to do 
with residence and citizenship requirements, as be-
low.   
Residence and Citizenship Requirements of US 
Land Laws: 
Pre-Emption Act of 1841 

Sign Intent to become citizen 
Live on land for 14 months 

Homestead Act of 1862 
Live on land 6 month a year for 5 years 
Become a citizen 

Timber Culture Act of 1878 
No residence requirement 
Become a citizen 

     Christoph could obtain title to his Pre-Emption 
land without waiting the five years he would have to 
wait before becoming a citizen. “All” he had to do 
was to build a house and live in it for 14 months 
while farming the land. He couldn’t live in two plac-
es at once, and a Timber Culture claim didn’t re-
quire residence, so it made sense to make a Timber 
Culture claim along with his Pre-Emption claim.  
     A few days beyond 12 months after making his 
first claims, Christoph filed his Homestead Act 
claim. The Law only required Christoph to live on 
his Homestead land for six months out of each 
year, so he could complete the last two months of 
his 14 month Pre-Emption residency requirement 
and still have plenty of time to move his family to his 
Homestead house to begin  his required six months’ 
occupancy there.  
     Whew! A lot of thinking did go into Christoph’s 
land acquisition decisions, and he had to under-
stand the ins and outs of complicated US land laws. 
There definitely was a method to his madness! 
       

Homesteading Trivia 
     The idea of a homestead act was conceived 
long before the Homestead act of 1862, but didn’t 

come to fruition because “Plantation and conserva-
tive slave-holding interests viewed the settlement of 
the West by thousands of homesteaders establish-
ing small farms as an anathema.” “A number of 
homestead proposals were presented to congress 
between 1830 and 1860 but were defeated by slav-
ery interests or presidential veto. Secession of the 
southern states in 1861 removed the main opposi-
tion, and a Republican congress easily passed the 
Homestead Act in 1862.””Over the next hundred 
years some 2 million applicants tried their hand at 
homesteading. About forty percent proved 
up.”  (Source: Google Northwest Homesteader)  
     The term “proved up” comes from the docu-
ments that were filed by the claimant and two wit-
nesses that “proved” that the claimant had fulfilled 
the requirements of the law prior to his (or in some 
cases, her) receiving a patent or title to the land. 
The claimant’s and the witnesses’ statements were 
essentially always the same. I would guess that the 
claimant made his testimony, and this was simply 
copied for each of the witnesses to sign. Christoph 
Schumacher’s Homestead Proof says that his im-
provements to the land included a “one story brick” 
house measuring 16 x 20 feet with a 16 x 20 foot 
frame addition, a 20 x 20 foot “stone kitch-
en” (summer kitchen), and a 20 x 60 foot “sod and 
stone stable.” In addition, he had dug two wells, 
fenced 70 acres, and broken and cultivated 80 
acres of land. He stated that 40 acres were cultivat-
ed in 1886 and all 80 “in each year since.” “Total 
improvements are 
worth $750.” His wit-
nesses parroted the 
same facts, proving 
that his claim was 
legitimate.  
     The term “staking 

a claim” literally 
came from the fact 
that claimant’s 
drove stakes into 
the land to mark 
the quarter section 
as theirs. Other 

claimants built rock cairns or piles or built 
“straddlebugs” which were tripods made from wood-
en branches or boards which held a board with the 
claimant’s name scrawled on it.  
     All in all, 273,000,000 acres of land in 30 states 
in the US were claimed under the Homestead Act of 

Homesteading Trivia 

39 
 
39 

% of ND 
claimed  
under 
Homestead 
Act  

32 
% of SD 
claimed  
under 
Homestead 
Act  
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Timber Culture Act 

1862. This amounted to 10% of the land in the US, 
an amount nearly equal to the area of three Mon-
tanas. 32% of land in South Dakota and 39% in 
North Dakota was claimed under the Homestead 
Act. “Today in the United States, approximately 
93,000,000 people (or one in every 3 ½ people) are 
descendants of homesteaders.” (Source: Google 
North Dakota Studies>Curricula>8

th
 Grade>search 

Homestead) 
    The total cost of a homestead, including all im-
provements, is estimated to have been about 
$1,000 in between 1890 to 1900. (ND Studies, etc.) 
This would be about $27,500 in today’s dollars. 
 

Timber Culture Act 

     The Timber Culture Act was an odd duck. First-
ly, is was based on the false “scientific” belief that 
planting trees on the Great Plains would increase 
rainfall. Secondly, it turned out that trees had little 
chance of surviving the harsh, dry conditions of the 
American West, so the letter of the law was virtually 
impossible to fulfill. The initial act of 1873 was ridic-
ulously optimistic in that it required the claimant to 
plant and care for 40 acers of trees on a 160-acre 
parcel of land. The revised Act of 1878 lowered that 
to 10 acres of trees (still absurd) according to the 
following guidelines:  
 

When 160 acres were claimed, at least five acres    
were to be plowed during the first year. During the     
second year, this plowed acreage was to be culti-
vated and a second five acres plowed. In the third 
year, the initial five acres was planted to trees and 
the second five acres cultivated. The fourth year 
required the planting of trees on the second five 
acres, making a total of ten acres in trees. Not less 
than 2,700 trees were to be planted on each of the 
ten acres, or a total of 27,000 trees! … At the end 
of eight years from the date of entry, the settler 
could make final proof if the necessary conditions 
had been fulfilled. Five additional years were al-
lowed to make proof, or a total of thirteen years 
from the date of entry. The claimant had to prove 
that the trees had been planted and cultivated and 
that not less than 675 living trees per acre had sur-
vived. An affidavit or "timber culture proof" had to 
be completed by the claimant and two witnesses 
before the final certificate and patents were issued. 
(Source: Google History Nebraska/Timber Culture 
Act of 1873) 
 

     My great grandfather Christoph Schumacher 
claimed 160 acres under the terms of the Timber 
Culture Act of 1878, so he had to plant and main-

tain only 10 acres of trees. He filed on 23 March 
1885 and received his patent almost ten years lat-
er, on 10 December 1894. On their Timber Culture 
Proofs, Christoph and his two witnesses noted that 
he resided “1 ½ miles” from his Timber Culture 
land. (Surprisingly, a claimant wasn’t legally re-
quired even to live in the same state as his land.) 
All agreed that during the third year, Christoph 
planted “5 acres Box Elder seed” and that during 
the fourth year, “5 acres of Cotton wood cuttings.” 
As to the “condition of the trees now growing on 
said tract,” Christoph and his witnesses reported 
they were “Healthy living growing trees – 2 ½ inch-
es in diameter – 5 feet high Box Elder and Cotton 
wood, 800 per acre.” How was it known that these 
were accurate facts? Christoph noted, “I counted 
and measured the same,” and his witnesses said, “I 
saw the same measured.” 
     Christoph was the first of 49 men to sign the 
Charter of the Zion Lutheran Church in Eureka in 
1889 and was chosen as one if its first four officers, 
so it is hard to believe that he would have stretched 
the truth. Right? Obviously, we can never know 
how many of Christoph’s trees were growing when 
he proved up, but because there was so much 
fraud associated with Timber Culture claims, Con-
gress repealed the act in 1891 after only 18 years 
in existence. Even with the aid of skullduggery, only 
30% of claims were patented. An odd duck it was, 
yes, and lame, too. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS  
JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s  
Sunshine Gal 

Call 431-0877 or email:  chexem@midco.net 
with your info or if you know of an illness or special 
occasion. 

Del Beck           1/1 
Kathy Schneider     1/23 
Ida Engelhardt     1/26 
Myron Buchli       1/27 
Alex Imberi        2/2 
James Schuh        2/7 
Larry Brooks           2/15 

Anita Kleinsasser      2/23 
Debbi Roberts     2/26 
Allen Kleinsasser     2/28 
Mark Kirchgesler     2/29 
Bob Schneider     3/1 
Dominic Horning     3/21 
Kevin Klegg         3/26 

Fay & Kevin Klegg            1/25 
Luke & Joan Bachmeier          2/18 
Steve & Debbie Eberle         3/05  
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Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application  

  

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
  
  

   
  

Date_______________________      New Member______    Renewal Member______ 

Name or Names (if husband and wife)___________________________________________________________________ 

Maiden Name________________________________Birthday__________________Anniversary____________________ 
                                                                                                                
Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________________________State________________Zip________________________ 
 
Phone #________________________Email Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
Please list me as a member of Black Hills Chapter        (or another Chapter___________________________________) 
 
Ancestral Villages in Russia___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Fee   $65.    (Membership Fees are due annually on January 1.) 
Life membership Fee   $1300.      (You may pay Life Fee all at once or in not less than five annual payments of $260. ) 
 
Attached is my remittance of _____________________.  
  
  

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter by Email______or by US Mail_____ or Neither______  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications and renewals to Rachel 
Schmidt, GRHS Library & Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the 
GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

GRHS Application 

Please  
Renew Your 

GRHS  
Membership 

Today! 
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